
 
 
 
 
 

September 8, 2010 
 
The Office of the Commissioner of Baseball 
Allan H. (Bud) Selig, Commissioner  
245 Park Avenue, 31st Floor  
New York, NY, 10167 
 
Dear Commissioner Selig, 
 
The Silicon Valley Leadership Group strongly supports a new home for the Athletics baseball team in downtown San 
Jose.   We were encouraged to learn of San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed’s positive conversation with Major League 
Baseball President Bob Dupuy regarding the timing of a possible election next spring should the A’s be granted 
approval to pursue the construction of a baseball-only state of the art Ballpark in downtown San Jose.   
 
By way of background, the Silicon Valley Leadership Group was founded in 1977 by David Packard and has grown to 
become the largest organization of its kind in Silicon Valley with more than 300 member companies.  Combined 
member companies employ more than 250,000 local workers – nearly one of every three jobs – and generate more 
than $2 trillion worth in global revenue.  
 
We, the undersigned CEOs and senior executives, are committed to bringing jobs, revenue, a rich culture, and a 
thriving business climate to Silicon Valley.  We believe that an intimate state of the art ballpark located on a prime 
downtown San Jose parcel, close to mass transit and major highways will be a catalyst for economic development in 
our region.  We also believe downtown San Jose offers a compelling location for the advancement of Major League 
Baseball in the 21st Century.  Silicon Valley is well known throughout the world as the cradle of innovation and the 
leading incubator of new ideas and new possibilities for human kind.  There is no better location than San Jose, 
located in the heart of Silicon Valley, to advance the Major League Baseball brand on a global basis.  
 
San Jose is a world-class community, and the ballpark proposal not only secures a quality Major League Baseball team 
for America’s 10th largest city, but also creates jobs, strengthens our economy and enhances the cultural opportunities 
for our workers and their families.  According to an economic study commissioned by the City of San Jose, a new 
ballpark will generate thousands of construction jobs and permanent positions at the ballpark and surrounding area.   
 
The Silicon Valley Leadership Group, along with other respected and diverse organizations, stands ready to offer any 
support needed to move this important project forward.  The Silicon Valley Leadership Group is comprised of both 
devoted A’s and Giants fans and we will continue to enthusiastically support both teams.  We strongly believe that 
both teams will thrive in a vibrant two team market anchored by San Francisco and the Bay Area’s largest city, San 
Jose.  Today, the Bay Area is the only two team market in Major League Baseball where the teams don’t fully share 
their common geographic territory.  The divided territory was imposed at the request of San Jose baseball boosters in 
1992 in a previous attempt to secure a Major League Baseball team.  We can only hope moving forward that the Bay 
Area can be restored to a shared marketplace for the two teams in a manner similar to Chicago, Los Angeles and New 
York. 
  
It is integral to our mission that we support and promote opportunities to improve the quality of life for families who 
live and work in Silicon Valley.  A new A’s ballpark will provide a great entertainment and community asset that will 
capture the essence of Silicon Valley.   It will be a tremendous benefit to our region, with a wide appeal that can help 
to promote Silicon Valley – and Major League Baseball – on a national and international level. The new venue will be a 
great source of pride for our innovative region, and deserves your consideration and approval to move forward. 
 
Please call on us to help make this decades old dream to attract a Major League Baseball team to Silicon Valley a reality 
in the near future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John Chambers Tom Werner Mike Klayko   Carl Guardino 
CEO, Cisco Inc. CEO, SunPower CEO, Brocade Inc.   CEO, Silicon Valley Leadership Group  
 
 
Carol Bartz John Donahoe John Doerr    Shantanu Narayen  
CEO, Yahoo! CEO, eBay Partner, Kleiner Perkins CEO, Adobe 
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CARL GUARDINO 
President & CEO 
Board Officers: 

TOM WERNER, Chair  
SunPower  

MIKE KLAYKO, Vice Chair 
Brocade 

AART DE GEUS, Past Chair 
Synopsys 

MICHAEL SPLINTER, Past Chair 
Applied Materials, Inc. 
ROBERT SHOFFNER 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Citibank 

Board Members: 
JOHN ADAMS 

Wells Fargo Bank 
SHELLYE ARCHAMBEAU 

MetricStream, Inc. 
RICHARD BAIRD 

IBM Corporation 
ANDREW BALL 
Webcor Builders 

NED BARNHOLT 
KLA-Tencor 
DON BELL 

Bell Microproducts 
GEORGE BLUMENTHAL 

University of California, Santa Cruz  
TOM BOTTORFF 

Pacific Gas & Electric 
RAMI BRANITZKY 

SAP Labs North America 
TORY BRUNO 

Lockheed Martin Space Systems 
Company 

DAVID CUSH 
Virgin America 

DAVID DEWALT 
McAfee, Inc. 

RAQUEL GONZALEZ 
Bank of America 

TIM GUERTIN 
Varian Medical Systems 

JON HOAK 
Hewlett-Packard Company 

 KEVIN KING 
Affymetrix 

PAUL LOCATELLI, S.J. 
Santa Clara University 

TARKAN MANER 
Wyse Technology 

KEN MCNEELY 
AT&T 

LEN PERHAM 
Monolithic Systems 

KIM POLESE 
SpikeSource, Inc. 

Jay Glasscock 
BD Biosciences 

ALAN SALZMAN 
VantagePoint-Venture Partners 

MAC TULLY 
San Jose Mercury News 
DAN WARMENHOVEN 

NetApp, Inc. 
BILL WATKINS 

BridgeLux 
KENNETH WILCOX 

SVB Financial Group 
Working Council Chair 

SHERRI SAGER 
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital 

Established in 1978 by  
DAVID PACKARD 
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Bill Coleman, Partner, Alsop Louie Partners 
Chuck Kissner, CEO, Aviat Networks  
Jay Glasscock, CEO, BD Biosciences  
Don Bell, CEO, Bell Microproducts  
Jason Wolf, CEO, Better Place  
Brian NeSmith, CEO, Blue Coat Systems  
John Conover, CEO, Borel Private Bank & Trust Company   
Bill Watkins, CEO, Bridgelux 
Pete Nelson, CEO, California Water Service 
Nick Bruckner, CareerBuilder 
Chuck Reynolds, CEO, CH Reynolds    
Richard Lowenthal, CEO, Coulomb Technologies  
David Ketsdever, CEO, Cowen & Company 
Jason Bright, CEO, Cyber Switching, Inc.  
Peter Moran, Partner, DCM  
J. Kim Fennell, CEO, DeCarta 
David Lerner, CEO, Declaration Services  
Stephen Samuel, CEO, Design Visionaries  
Vishal Verma, Partner, Edgewood Ventures  
Fred Rosenzweig, CEO, Electronics For Imaging 
Kevin Evans, CEO, Energy Connect  
Tom Hayse, CEO, ETM Electromatic  
Terry Clark, CEO, Finelite  
Linda Thor, President, Foothill-De Anza Community College District 
Martin Schoeppler, CEO, FUJIFILM Dimatix  
Mike Fox Jr., CEO, Goodwill of Santa Clara County  
Sonny Aulakh, CEO, Greenlight Organic  
Dave Anderson, GridIron Systems 
Vandana Pant, CEO, The Health Trust 
Bill DelBiaggio, Founder, Heritage Bank of Commerce 
Conrad Burke, CEO, Innovalight 
Cecelia McCloy, CEO, Integrated Science Solutions  
David Bell, CEO, Intersil  
Amir Mashkoori, CEO, Kovio  
 
 

 
Gary Steele, CEO, Landec  
Norman Kline, CEO, LibraryWorld, Inc. 
Joseph Moless, President, Lincoln Law School  
Sehat Sutardja, CEO, Marvell 
Len Perham, CEO, MoSys 
Lew Wolff, Oakland A’s/San Jose Earthquakes  
Rich Slavin, CEO, Palo Alto Medical Foundation  
Ron Gonzales, CEO, Presencia LLC 
Ralph Scmitt, CEO, PLX Technology  
Fred Amoroso, CEO, Rovi Corporation 
Michael Engh, S.J., President, Santa Clara University   
Kevin Surace, CEO, Serious Materials  
James MacGregor, Publisher, SV/San Jose Business Journal 
Scott Lang, CEO, Silver Spring Networks    
John Gilmore, CEO, Sling Media 
Mike Armsby, CFO, Soladigm  
Jim Weldon, CEO, Solar Junction 
Mark Crowley, CEO, Solfocus  
Tim Harris, CEO, SoloPower 
Godfrey Sullivan, CEO, Splunk  
Celeste Ford, CEO, Stellar Solutions 
Bruce McWilliams, CEO, SuVolta  
Ken Wilcox, CEO, SVB Financial Group  
David Côté, CEO, Symmetricom  
Paul Lovoi, CEO, Tagent  
Stephen Levers, CEO, Tecan Systems 
Barbara Kamm, CEO, Technology Credit Union 
Hank Nothhaft, CEO, Tessera  
Tom Ayers, CEO, Tropos Networks  
George Blumenthal, President, University of California, Santa Cruz 
Tim Guertin, CEO, Varian Medical Systems  
Tarkan Maner, CEO, Wyse Technology  
Chris Cabrerra, CEO, Xactly Corporation  
   
 
 

   
 


